
 

From David Key to Dick Risk 
July 29, 2006, recalling an event in 1959 
 
Hi Dick, 
 
The clipping (Tulsa World or Tribune) is at-
tached. 
 
We actually made about three trips to the 
zoo before we were successful. There were 
several guys involved in one or another at-
tempt; Chas Wilder, Mike Lloyd, Gary Rad-
ford, Jerry Hines, even my little brother, 
Charles Key. Of course, you were an 
"accessory before the fact!" 
 
Most of us had morning paper routes 
which, on a pretty spring morning, re-
quired little time to complete and provided 
an opportunity to rendezvous at Mohawk. 
We tried lassoing on the ground and, later, 
in the water. But the gators were too smart 
for that. At last, Jerry Hines (a big fellow, if 
you remember) dropped off the wall onto 
Tuffy and brought him out without much 
struggle. 
 
We secured his mouth, loaded him into 
Mom's station wagon, and headed for 
school. The rest is history. 
 
......d. 

The Saga of Tuffy the Alligator 


